
COASTAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE CEO & EXECUTIVE VP CHRIS FETTES

Chris Fettes

Thoughts on eggs, the economy  
and what’s too important to risk
 

Recent innovations in renew-
able energy technologies have led to 
decreases in cost, making renewables 
more feasible, accessible and scal-
able. Over the last few years, Coastal 
Electric has adjusted our fuel mix 
by adding more renewables. Not to 
brag, but we were early adopters, 
with the first Cooperative Solar array 
in Georgia, and today, renewable 
energy makes up 5% of our fuel mix, 
the majority of which is solar and 
hydroelectric.

Georgia’s electric cooperatives 
lead the nation among co-ops for 
solar energy, with 1,276 megawatts 
on-line today and another 812 mega-
watts under construction.

Nationally, reliance on renewable 
energy resources is increasing, and 
at the same time when we’re seeing 
fossil fuel plants taken offline, often 
ahead of schedule. We’re also seeing 
more pressure on the electric grid 
due to the increasing frequency and 
intensity of severe weather events and 
rising electricity demand.

Competing pressures
So, how do we reconcile the 

challenges of grid pressure and a 
changing fuel mix? Solar and wind 
energy are certainly beneficial for the 
environment, but they are limited 
resources—the sun does not always 
shine and the wind does not always 
blow. That’s why we refer to wind and 
solar as “intermittent” power sources.

Our primary goal is to provide 
reliable electric service to you and our 
community, with as little interruption 
as possible. To this end, we need reli-
able sources of power that will meet 
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on’t put all your eggs in one 
basket.” We often say this 

when someone is about to make a 
risky decision. If they heed this advice, 
it means they did not commit to “one 
basket,” but instead hedged their bets 
with multiple options.

It’s a simple way to describe 
Coastal Electric Cooperative’s com-
monsense approach to the current 
energy transition. We know that con-
sumer interest in renewable energy 
continues to grow—and so does ours.
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ttention, rising high school seniors: 
Now through April 25, Coastal Electric 

Cooperative is accepting applications for the 
Learners Today, Leaders Tomorrow summer 
work program.

Participants in Learners Today, Leaders 
Tomorrow not only earn a nice paycheck, but they 
gain on-the-job training, make contacts in various 
career fields and have a summer full of new experi-
ences.

Through this summer work program, students 
explore their interests and hone their skills, while 
also learning about electric cooperative career fields 
like engineering, business, line work, construction, 
safety, building and grounds, customer service, infor-
mation technology, accounting, marketing and com-
munications.

They will also collaborate with other Learners Today, 
Leaders Tomorrow students from across coastal Georgia to 
complete Coastal Electric work projects, as well as volunteer 
in the community.

Participants will be paid $9 an hour and may work up to 
40 hours per week. Students must be at least 16 years old and 
must have completed the 11th grade, with a minimum grade-
point average (GPA) of 2.5 to be eligible. Students chosen 
for Learners Today, Leaders Tomorrow must be available to 
work the entire program period from June 5-July 28. 

Coastal Electric now accepting  
applications for Learners Today,  
Leaders Tomorrow
A  

To apply, visit careers.coastalelectriccooperative.com. 
You’ll need:
	 •	 Resume.
	 •	� One-page cover letter briefly describing your interest 

in the program and why you should be selected.
	 •	 Official transcript verifying current GPA.

The deadline to apply is April 25.

Coastal Electric Cooperative is an Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action/Drug-Free Workplace Employer.
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all the peaks and valleys of on-demand 
energy in our connected world.

That’s where the adage about eggs 
and baskets comes into play. While 
we’re using more renewables, we 
are still incorporating other forms of 
energy in the mix to ensure reliable 
service. We spread our eggs into multi-
ple baskets.

We’ve found great value in main-
taining a diverse mix of fuel sources—
fossil fuels and renewables to ensure 

reliability and resiliency, and to meet 
the growing demand for electricity.

We are committed to providing 
our members with reliable, affordable 
energy. That’s why fuel diversity—or 
placing our eggs in multiple baskets—
is essential to reliability.

The Bottom Line
Lowering the overall carbon 

footprint in this country means we’re 
going to electrify more and more of 
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our economy. Solar and wind are an 
important part of a broader energy 
portfolio, but they are not available 
around the clock.

As our nation increasingly 
depends on electricity to power the 
economy, Coastal Electric is working to 
anticipate, plan and respond to market 
trends and policy shifts. That’s how we 
can power your home and our econ-
omy, while continuing to serve as your 
community-owned electric utility.

the power behind your power. 
Lineworker Appreciation Day | April 10, 2023

Holiday office closing
Coastal Electric Cooperative offices 

will be closed Friday, April 7, in 

observance of Good Friday.
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Coastal Electric Cooperative,  
your Touchstone Energy® Partner,  
is a not-for-profit, member-owned 

power cooperative providing  
electricity to the people of Bryan, 

Liberty, Long and McIntosh counties.
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reaming of a lucrative  

technical career? We’d love  

to help you get there!

The Coastal Electric Cooperative Foundation  

Technical College Scholarship could put money in your 

pocket to help you achieve your dreams. Apply by May 1  

for the summer 2023 semester.

To learn more, visit CoastalElectric.Coop/scholarships.

Getting money for tech  
school might be easier  
than you think
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